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September/October 2022

Allen Avenue Christian Reformed Church, Interim Pastor Stan Sturing
695 Allen Avenue, Muskegon, MI 49442

September 5
Labor Day

September 18
Kickoff for Education

October 31
Reformation Day

Special Collections:
September 4
Reach the Forgotten
September 18
Star Light Ministries
October 2
Calvin University
October 16
Office of Race Relations

It seems as though the summer has flown by. As I write this, we are already in the
second half of August, school is starting back up, days of vacation and being at the
beach are wrapping up, and Labor Day (the official holiday we think of as marking
the end of summer) is fast approaching. History.com informs us: “Labor Day pays
tribute to the contributions and achievements of American workers and is traditionally observed on the first Monday in September. It was created by the labor movement in the late 19th century and became a federal holiday in 1894. Labor Day
weekend also symbolizes the end of summer for many Americans…” Labor Day
came about as a day to pause, to cease from our labors and celebrate workers and
their achievements. That’s because, at the time, workers often worked 12-hour days,
seven days a week and children as young as 5 or 6 worked in mills and factories.
God created us and in his good creation, already in the Garden of Eden, God put us
to work. He gave us a job to do. Genesis 1 tells us that God made us in his image
to care for his creation. We are his vice-regents. We rule on his behalf. After making us, both male and female in his image, we are told, “God blessed them and said
to them, ‘Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over
the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and over every living creature that moves
on the ground.’” (Genesis 1:28)
Psalm 104 shows our work within the context of God and his works. Poetically it
claims, “He made the moon to mark the seasons, and the sun knows when to go
down. You bring darkness, it becomes night, and all the beasts of the forest prowl.
The lions roar for their prey and seek their food from God. The sun rises, and they
steal away; they return and lie down in their dens. Then people go out to their
work, to their labor until evening. How many are your works, Lord! In wisdom you
made them all; the earth is full of your creatures.” (Psalm 104:19-24)
God also saw how in our sin and self-centeredness we can make an idol out of our
work. We can become workaholics, overwork, think it all depends on us, and forget
our God. It is interesting that of all the Ten Commandments, it’s in the fourth one
that God gives two different reasons for it. God calls us to observe a day of rest, a
day of Sabbath. One reason, given in Exodus 20, was that God created everything
in six days and rested on the seventh day. The Sabbath was not just the seventh
day, but a day of heart-rest. The second reason, given in Deuteronomy 5, was that
God set his people free from slavery. God himself sets us free from overtaxing our
abilities and strength. We need a day of rest to refresh and refocus on God.
This Labor Day, may we reflect in thankfulness for the jobs we have, the work we
do, the employment God provides. May we care for each other and God’s creation.
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And may we be refreshed to once again, take up our work, whether that’s a new school year with
studying or teaching, a new season on our jobs, or if we’re retired thanking God for having cared
for us and provided for us through our work and now having given us new opportunities and freedom to volunteer and work more freely caring for his people and his creation. Moses, who wrote
the above passages in Genesis, Exodus, and Deuteronomy, also wrote Psalm 90, prays for God’s
blessing on our work. “May the favor of the Lord our God rest on us; establish the work of our
hands for us—yes, establish the work of our hands.” (Psalm 90:17)
—Pastor Stan

Note: If you exchange assignments with someone, let
Deanna VanderPloeg know so she can have it right in the
bulletin. aacrcsecretary@gmail.com or 231.722.6411

Nursery Schedule

Coffee Schedule

September 4
11
18
25

Renee V, Emily S
Nancy R, Tayla V
Carol P, Sherrie W
Sue S, Maelin V

September

October

Laurie D, Addy M
Susan V, Tayla V
Toni S, Sherrie W
Karen A, Maelin V
Carol P, Emily S

October

2
9
16
23
30

4
11
18
25
3
10
17
24

Education Committee

Jack & Sherrie
Help!!! We need more
people to sign up for
coffee

Church Humor
A seven-year-old girl, who attended church with her grandmother regularly, remarked that when she
grew up she wanted to marry a man just like “our pastor,” but added, but I’m not going to let him be a
pastor.
When grandma asked why not, the little girl replied, “Well, if he had to preach, he couldn’t ever sit by
me in church.”
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Church Center Directory
We would like to remind you about the opportunity to participate in our
Online Church Directory. The online directory is a private place for the people
in our church to share their contact information with one another. Only people
who have been invited to the directory will be able to see the directory or share
their information. Also, only those who have allowed their profile to be visible
are included.
You can choose how much of your profile you would like to be viewable. WHY? This
will be helpful for several reasons, one being that it’s an easy way for new and future members of
our church to view updated pictures, addresses and phone numbers of our current members. Even
if you don’t think you will ever use it, we hope OUR WHOLE CHURCH FAMILY will consider
joining and making their picture/information visible to other Allen Avenue members. Currently
almost 3 dozen of our church households have their information available on this directory.
HOW? You will receive an invite via email in the next few days. To join, simply open that email
and click “Join Directory.” Then choose which information you’d like to display or to update
your picture. After you join, this directory can be accessed from our church website at https://
www.allenavechurch.org/ (and then selecting the Directory/Give tab) or
https://allenavechurch.churchcenter.com/giving. The directory is in the upper right-hand corner.
For those who would like to try a more portable, tech-savvy approach, it can also be accessed using the Church Center app. (The Church Center app is available for free in the App Store or
Google Play.)
Some tips when using the Church Center app:
 Select “Directory” from the lower right corner.
 The directory can have a “household” view if you select the image of a “house” near the upper right-hand corner. If you select the image of a “little person,” you will get individuals.
Select the AZ to sort alphabetically by first or last name.
 Household picture – has been populated from a years-old directory. Feel free to update. To
do this, bring up your household, select the pencil in the upper right-hand corner and scroll
down to edit.
 Individual picture – please include! While in your household, select yourself to add a picture
or update your profile. (Address or phone number change, etc.)
OTHER TOOLS: You can also use the online church center to donate and give online. This is an
easy way to give your offering if you are worshipping via YouTube, if you are away traveling, or
if you simply prefer giving online. To do so, go to: https://allenavechurch.churchcenter.com/
giving. You can choose the amount you want to give and where you want it allocated, either to
General Fund or the designated special offering. Giving is through your bank account or through
a credit/debit card. Please note, online giving and the directory are independent from each other.
While we would like everyone to participate in the directory, online giving is not necessary to
accomplish this.
Thank you,
The Discipleship and Finance Committees
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GEMS NEWS
Weʼre so excited that GEMS will be starting again in September! For me,
while I do appreciate the summer break, I miss getting together with these
precious girls and sharing the love of Jesus with them. Itʼll be great to see
them again and to meet some new girls as well.
This year our theme is Act. Love. Walk. based on Micah 6:8. Our prayer is
that through Godʼs Word, the GEMS will:
*understand what Micah 6:8 is and why it matters so much
*hear the Gospel which changes everything for them (and our world)
*learn lessons from 5 world-changing women in the Bible
*celebrate their unique purpose and that they can be world-changers today
*put their faith in action through interactive “Micah Missions”
We plan to meet the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of every month starting the 3rd
Wednesday in September. As always, the goal of GEMS is to bring girls into
a personal, dynamic relationship with Jesus Christ. This year, again, the girls
will be led in their small groups by Charry Snyder, Emily Snyder, Reʼnee
Vlasma, and Amber Johnson. Please lift these women up in prayer that they
will be filled with the Holy Spirit and that they will be used to bless the
young girls who come to GEMS and that Godʼs Kingdom will grow.
Weʼre super-excited to add to our team 2 very crafty women—Kelly Dauser
and Laurie Slorf. They have been busy organizing the arts and crafts for the
girls and we canʼt wait to see what they have planned! Please pray for them,
too, as they use their gifts to bless the girls as well.
Thank you so much for supporting this ministry both with your finances and
with your prayers. We know the girls love coming to GEMS and itʼs our
prayer that what the girls are learning and experiencing at GEMS will stick
with them the rest of their lives.
Thanks again for your support!
Jill Schuitema

GEMS = Girls Everywhere Meeting the Savior
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Dale Johnson

5

4

Sun

Mon

27

20

13

6

Tue

28

21

14

7

Kevin Rop

Daniel Maat

Wed

Randy Fisher

29

22

Jack DeJonge

15

8

1

Thu

Jim Doornbos

30

23

16

9

2

Fri

September 2022
Don Green
Katelyn Morris

24

17

Courtney Vanderlaan

10

3

Sat

10

31

30

25

27
Pat Madendorp

Joyce Vanderlaan

20

13

6

Thu

26

Toni Schuitema

Beth VanRees

Yeabsira Vlasma

24

19

18

Shelby Schuitema

Bob Botting

12

Jill Schuitema

5

Wed

17

11

10

Gary Schelske

Emily Snyder

Tue

4

Mon

3

23

16

9

2

Sun

Fri

Deb Vlasma

28

21

14

Karen Alphenaar

7

October 2022

29

22

15

8

Lois VandenBosch

1

Sat

