October 13
Columbus Day

October 31
Reformation Day

November 2
Daylight Savings Time Ends

November 11
Veterans’ Day

November 27
Thanksgiving Day
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December 25
Christmas Day
WA .

December 31
New Years Eve

Special Collections

October 5 WMC
November 2 World Renew
November 27

Thanksgiving Envelopes
December 25 Love INC

October, November, December 2025

Allen AveNews

Allen Avenue Christian Reformed Church, Pastor Mark Hofman
695 Allen Avenue, Muskegon, MI 49442

Proper Theology is Practical

The year 2025 marks the 1700 anniversary of the First
Ecumenical Council of Nicaea. This gathering of church leaders
began a process which led to the writing of the Nicene Creed.
Held in the year 325 AD, the council helped Christians confess
what we believe about God as the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
These bishops weren't ohsessing over obscure dogma, they
were following God's call to guide believers as witnesses to the
Truth. What we confess with our mouths and believe in our

hearts about Jesus as Lord and Resurrected Savior = this is the
basis of salvation {Rom 10:2) and immensely practical for our
life together in the church.

October at Allen Avenue, as we recognize our
heritage as Reformed Christians in the great
tradition of the catholic and orthodox church.
Saying, “we believe in one holy catholic and
apostolic church,” means we share our identity
with Christians around the world, trusting in
God's providential care to sustain and preserve
his people. Though we still long for visible unity,
our participation in the tangible marks of the Church of Christ give us hope to pray Jesus'
prayer: "Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name, the name you gave me, so that
they may be one as we are one.” {John 17:11)

Ower four Sundays, we will recognize God as Maker, Mediator and Magistrate, and the one from
whiose Mouth we have been given the words of life. We will learn about unique phrases in the
Micene Creed, including how God made “all things visible and invisible,” how “his kingdom will
never end,” and how he “spoke through the Prophets.”

This = practically speaking = will guide us in our continuing work, for the sake of God's mission
and call, to five to bless. Who we say God is and what we say he has done is the basis for who
we are and what we do. Proper words about God (theology or orthodoxy] is how we learn to

live the way Jesus wants us to live |practice or orthopraxis)

If you want to prepare for our time together with the Nicene Creed, read more about it @
www.crcna.org/welcome/beliefs/creeds/nicene-creed

—Pastor Mark



. Note: If you exchange assignments with someone, let Susan
D Vanderlaan know so she can have it right in the bulletin. su-
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NURSERY SCHEDULE

October 5 Laurie DeJonge, Karen Alphenaar
12 Susan Vanderlaan, Becki Fisher
19 Dale Johnson, Maelin Vlasma
26  Amber Johnson, Maelin Vlasma

November 2 Toni Schuitema, Asher Hofman
9 Nancy Rop, Deb Anderson
16 Charry Snyder, Addie Maat
23 Karen Alphenaar, Mary Maat
30 Becki Fisher, Becki Schout

December 7 Dale Johnson, Kristin Vlasma
14 Renee Vlasma, Sherrie Wollffis
21  Sue Sytsema, August Hofman
25 Toni Schuitema, Melisa Vlasma
28 Barb Malda, Violet/Hope

COFFEE SCHEDULE

October 5  Sue Secord, Becki & Nate Schout
12 Kristin & Ron Vlasma
19  Becki & Randy Fisher
26  Deb & Russ Vlasma

November 2  Sue & John Sytsema

9  Elaine & Bob Holwerda

6  Judy Vaandering, Sandy Volkers

Ron Friday

1

23
30  Carol & John Schuitema, April &
Sonja Lopez

December 7  Susan & Bob Vanderlaan
14  Barb & Jim Malda
21
28

san.vanderlaan@allenavechurch.org or 231.722.6411

THE TOUCH OF THE
MASTER’S HAND

‘Twas battered and scared, and the auctioneer
Thought it scarcely worth his while

To waste much time on the old violin,

But he held it up with a smile;

“What am I bid, good folks,” he cried,
“Who’ll start the bidding for me?

A dollar—one dollar—now two, only two—
Two dollars, and who’ll make it three?
Three dollars once, three dollars twice,
Going for three”—but no!

From the room far back a grey-haired man
Came forward and picked up the bow.

Then wiping the dust from the old violin,
And tightening up all the strings,

He played a melody pure and sweet,

As sweet as an angel sings.

The music ceased, and the auctioneer

With a voice that was quiet and low,

Said, “Now what a I bid for the old violin?”
And he held it up with the bow.

“A thousand dollars—and who’ll make it three?
Three thousand once—three thousand twice—
And going—gone!” said he.

The people cheered, but some of them cried,
“We do not quite understand.

What changed its worth?”

Quick came the reply,

“The touch of the Master’s hand.”

And many a man with life out of tune
And battered and scarred with sin,
Is auctioned cheap to a thoughtless crowd,
Much like the old violin
A “mess of pottage”—a glass of wine,
A game—and he travels on;
He’s going once—and almost gone!
But the Master comes, and the foolish crowd
Never can understand
The worth of a soul and the change that’s wrought
By the touch of the Master’s hand.
By Myra Welch
Submitted by Betty TenBrink



Connect Group
Basic Christianity

Tentative Schedule

Oct. 5 Session #5  Jesus: Supremacy of Christ Colossians 1:15-23

Oct. 12 Session#6  Holy Spirit: Coming of the Spirit Acts 1:4-9, 2:1-4; 14-27
Oct. 19  Session#7  Holy Spirit: Promise of the Spirit John 14:25-27

Oct. 26 Session #8  Universal Church: Fellowship of Believers Acts 2:42-47

Nov. 2 Session #9  Universal Church: Body of Christ Romans 12:1-8

Nov. 9 Session #10  Forgiveness: Mercy Bestowed Mark 2:1-12

Nov. 16  Session#11  Forgiveness: Forgiving Others Colossians 3:1-17

Nov. 23 Session#12 Life Everlasting: Promise of New Life John 3:1-23

Nov.30 Session#13 Life Everlasting: Resurrection Life I Cor. 15:12-22, 51-58

We meet every Sunday from 4-5:45 p.m. whenever the basement of the church is not in use for other
activities.

Connect Care Group is a unique style of Bible Study. It is a come as you are, whenever your sched-
ule allows. It is open for all people and ages 15 years old or older.

Singles, Single Parents, Visitors from other churches, new comers to AACRC, church members, an-
yone looking to take the first steps in belonging to a Christian group, or for those with nothing better
to do on a Sunday afternoon, you are welcome here!

Our mission is to provide a safe group/place where you can tell YOUR story. There are no books to
purchase, no expectations of prior Bible/Church knowledge, and judgment free. We are here to grow
with each other and fill in the holes of our understandings in who our loving Father 1s and HIS will
for our lives.

Each session has a social/dessert and coffee time, an opportunity for your young children to meet
other children and adults who share in the passion of Christ, and a starting point for your New Life.

The Group rotations are designed to meet the needs of those who desire a smaller group. No matter
how big our group is, you will only be in a group of four people. This provides an opportunity for
one-on-one meetings and intimate sharing. Each week, you may be in a different group and will be
able to meet everyone in a less anxious environment.

For more information, contact: Charry Snyder 231-728-5170 or Denise Koetje 231-375-9417.



Coumncil Plicnic
at Fisher's Cottage

August 20, 2025

Council members: Jack DeJonge, Su-
san Vanderlaan, Mary Kortman, Scott
Schuitema, Barb Malda, Judy Vaander-
ing, Cam Vlasma, Charry Snyder, Am-
ber Johnson, Nate Schout, Ron Vlasma,
and Pastor Mark Hofman were invited
to a picnic at the Fisher’s for a steak
dinner and numerous sides.

Boat Ride with
the Schuitema's




Church Picnic

September 14, 2025

A delicious lunch of hot
dogs, hamburgers, and
chicken was provided along
with potato salad, macaroni,
chips, and baked beans.

We enjoyed an ice cream bar
with all the toppings.



Mission Trip 20

Allen Ave CRC
Serving in
Rock Valley, lowa
September 7th-12th, 2025

Mission Trip 2025

When It Happened...

kand Rock Valley safe. The vents ffolr}:::::
dthe approximately 1200 people out Ol :
front hsrl;es and left 500 houses in disarray. Faith Reformed was our
Faith Reformed Church and Trinity home for the week and we
L see  Christian Reformed Ch“l:‘;ll‘t;’:sv‘;o‘:ef&':;: heard amazing God stories
and temporary emergency S| :
h "'w'lmphav:aybeen displaced. . D o and experiences.....Ask
‘have been able to eat someone wearing a green
hing  an extra outfit or two, and fir shirt....
reprieve from the heat.
Ch 2 B havo

.... Retu

This young lady who
interviewed Brian lost
everything, but she is still
smiling and believing

Upon walking into their home after flood waters il
forced j

rs prior, Alvin|

ng Fri

Friend he|

Houses are condemned,
houses are gone,
yards are dead (they put
Roundup on them to kill any
potential harmful things)
Foundations are washed
out...

Sunday Afternoon Hiking
Adventure

Our hike even had signs of
the flooding....
Notice the debris stuck in the
trellis and the trellis now
leans in the direction the
flood waters were flowing.
It washed out part of the
walking path.




Tool Trailer

World DISASTER +
ryouneear.. I /JREAA SERvieEs

Everything has a home,
everything is labeled.

it
When things are provided,
the work is the priority.

Jill and Sue prayed and connected with the
homeowners, Luis & Leticia Ronquillo,
throughout their time at the house.
The homeowners are looking forward to
having the space back and usable!

|

The scope of work:
Paint the following:
2 bedrooms, storage room,

family room, bathroom and
stairwell

The scope of work:

Hang dry wall in one room, a

closet, and a bathroom.

Mud and tape to a finished
look.

Jill and Sue ROCKED this
project!it

Al, Steve, Jennifer and Brian worked
primarily on this project. Sue helped on
Thursday. Jill finished painting the stairway.

The scope of work:

Install soffit and fascia, LP Siding on
garage and back of house. Replace and
trim out basement windows
Bob, John, Jack and Stan worked the
_ entire time; Brian helped day one and Jill
helped the last day.

We scoped out the house on Sunday and
had the opportunity to meet the
homeowners: Nick & Tristan Van Den
Brink, their kids and dogs




Quirky Facts From the Trip

54 couches at the church (Thanks Bob!) &
129 microfiber towels were folded

13 gallons of paint used

2 of the houses were less than a block apart

1 pickle ball court taped in the gym (Ministry to a
couple of teens)

A True CRC Trip Thanks to Allen Avenue

A tour of Dort College — Thanks John for the guided tour

Your PRAYERS - they were appreciated and felt

throughout the week. ., E 3
Your GIFTS — the food you gave us allowed us to B !
be nourished and reminded us of the wonderful

people at home. Your monetary gifts were a
blessing.

S B E i AT | Your PRESENCE - your support at home allowed — ‘
how many people she metand how | us to leave and know that we could be of SERVICE BRI E0E Sl |

R'A"Sikaég%%‘?ﬂ L | to those in lowa. |

We Invite You To...

Ask Questions? Find a person wearing a and ask
them.

Ask what can | do? Continue to pray — the need for help is always
there. Consider serving with us on our next trip or on your own
trip.
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Christmas Luke 2:1-18

F

ACross
1. Who followed a
star to find Jesus

4. who sang at
Jesus' birth

8. Who took care

of the sheep at night .oysin that was born
at approximately the

12. Who was the
wicked I'!'.irlg that
wanted to "worship”
lesus

Do i

2. Who was Jesus'
‘earthly’ father

3. What is the
‘City of David'

5. Who was Jesus'

same time

&. Who was Jesus'
Mather

7. Who was born

in a stable

9. What lead the
Wise Men to Jesus
10. Where did Mary
keep the memaories
she had of Jesus'
birth

11. Name one gift
that was brought o
JEsus

11






Ioyst yoed
soquio( wif doy uraoy
0¢ 6{ &
yuLg ud I, Aneg
L{ 9¢ Y4 4 £ 44 [
a3uofo( Joef
0¢ 61 81 Ll 91 Y vl
UBWJOH UBYIOY uosuyor afeq UBB[ISPUB A ASUINOD) 1oyst Apuey JeRIA [oTUR(]
€l ll ] 0l 0 8 L
SLLION UA[91RY]
UQaID) U0
9 S I4 ¢ Z /
?&wﬁ ‘ _anld g
A}‘ N %7* NN

13



BUWISEB[A 99 diopuapey yed
/e 0¢ 67 fo¥d Y4 9
BUIIINYOS TUO T,
¢z »z I z7l e 07 61
SooYuEBA JIog
. /1 9] (9 141 £l Zl
BUIAINYOS AQ[[oYS Sumog qog doy epuoy Teeudyd[y uarey BuuNINYIS [[If
I7 01 6l fo / 9 Y
Kepliq uoy Cuc £
I3 IopAug AT
Ms[aYoS A1en PAUS Al [oSOgUOpUE A 10T
7 3 4 \

$C0C 12Q0190

14



Ioynalg elorej

0¢

UBB[ISPUBA qOg BUIDNINYDS 1J00S UOSBIA] BSAIO [, UBWJOH JYSY
67| 8| L{| 97| Y4 vl £

Surpog ueor
’l [ 0| 61 81 Ll 91

SOOYUBA dABR(
¢l ?l £l Z1 [ 0l 0
SSTIYIS UBJJL],
uewIoy AIRIA Suropuee A Apnyp JopAug ourwse

8 / 9 g 14 £ {|

STOT 19qUIdAON

s 7

ST,

15



19YSLy 13joog
¢ 0¢ 67 &
UOSIOpUY 0nIg JeRIA O[N] BP[EIN qieg
Ll 9¢ Y4 44 £l 44 [
BUISB[ A USOEYo],
doysig aae( UBUJOH YIBN
0c ol 81 Ll 91 S 4
I9pAug A1re
UOS[IA\ UAJOIRD) BUIOPAIN A[iuuy uopy Mﬁwm_ A Emw
£l al [ 24 0| 8 Z
e\ AppY
9 9 /4 £ 14 [

GT0OT 12quIdd(

16



