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May-June, 2017 

  

Allen Avenue Christian Reformed Church, Pastor Mark Hofman 
695 Allen Avenue, Muskegon, MI 49442 

July/August 2025 

Special Collections 

July 6 
   Love, INC 
August 3 
   Thrive 

July 4 
Independence Day 

Guest Pastors: 
July 13, August 3 

Pastor Dan Wierenga 
July 27 

Pastor Don Byker 

July 14-18 
Kings Kids 

July 22 
National Hammock Day 

August 13 
National Lefthander’s Day 

Rooted and Grounded in Christ 
 
The Apostle Paul writes these words to the Ephesians:  “I pray that … Christ may 
dwell in your hearts through faith, as you are being rooted and grounded in love.” 
 
What inspires Paul to use such botanically 
green language like “rooted and grounded?” 
Not only was he inspired by the Holy Spirit, 
but he’s also recalling the whole story of 
God’s Word in Scripture.  Jesus taught his 
disciples that all of the law, the prophets, and 
the writings were about him (Luke 24:27 & 
44)  And we are invited to consider that all 
scriptures (even the plants!) reveal who Jesus is and what he has done.  This is why 
Paul says he’s praying Christ may dwell in their hearts as they’re being rooted and 
grounded in God’s love. 
 
So what does this being rooted and grounded in love look like in the Bible? 
 
From Genesis to Revelation, God is constantly using the language of creation to 
speak of love–of rocks and trees, of skies and seas; his hand the wonders wrought. 
In Genesis 1:2 the Spirit is hovering over the waters, while the earth is formless and 
empty.  These same waters are poured out during the flood, which brings a preview 
of a new and redeemed creation . Moses is both rescued from the waters of the Nile 
and parts the waters of the Red Sea.  God calls Israel his plant and vine (Isaiah and 
Jeremiah); Jesus curses a fig tree in Jerusalem in a symbolic and prophetic judg-
ment of unbelieving Israel.  From the Psalms and Proverbs to the Prophets and Par-
ables, God speaks in three-part harmony about the way in which creation itself is 
bound up in the redemption of humanity.  “Oh that you would rend the heavens and 
come down,” Isaiah cries!  And God’s answer is fulfilled in Christ and through Is-
rael for all nations:  “They will plant vineyards and eat their fruit … for as the days 
of a tree, so will be the days of my people.  I will extend peace to Jerusalem like a 
river and the wealth of nations like a flooding stream.” 
 
From Hosea’s final words to the Gospel parables of the Sower, the Seed, and the 
Soils–God’s love looks like a creation that “waits in eager expectation for the chil-
dren of God to be revealed.” (Romans 8:19) 
 
May we listen to Christ who dwells in our hearts and learn how to be rooted and 
grounded in his love this summer at Allen Avenue. 
 

—Pastor Mark 



 

2 

Nursery Schedule 

 
July 6 Sue Sytsema, Maelin Vlasma 
 13 Carol Peterman, Hope 
 20 Amber Johnson, Violet 
 27 Becky Schout, Tayla Vlasma 
 
August 3 Amber Johnson, Serenity Alphenaar 
 10 Karen Alphenaar, Becki Fisher 
 17 Toni Schuitema, Addie Maat 
 24 Mary Paton, Renee Vlasma 
 31 Kristen Vlasma, Beth VanRees 
 

Note:  If you exchange assignments with someone, let Susan 
Vanderlaan know so she can have it right in the bulletin. su-
san.vanderlaan@allenavechurch.org or 231.722.6411 

Children in Worship Schedule 

 
July 6 Kristen Vlasma, Amber Johnson 
 13 Dale Johnson, Stephanie Hofman 
 20 Carol Peterman, Bob & Susan  
  Vanderlaan 
 27 Beth VanRees, Laurie DeJonge 
 
August 3  
 10  
 17  
 24  
 31  

Prayers of the Faithful 

 
I asked God to take away my pride, 

But God said, “No.  It’s not for me to give away 
but for you to give up.” 

 
I asked God to take care of the hungry and the 

homeless.  But God said, “No.  That’s your job.” 
 

I asked God to make my handicapped child whole.  
But God said, “No.  Her spirit is whole, her body 

is only temporary.” 
 

I asked God to grant me patience. 
But God said, “No.  Patience is the result of tribu-

lation; it isn’t granted it’s earned.” 
 

I asked God to give me happiness. 
But God said, “No.  I bless you with many good 

things; happiness is up to you.” 
 

I asked God to spare me pain. 
But God said, “No.  Suffering draws you apart 

from worldly cares and brings you closer to me.” 
 

I asked God to make my spirit grow. 
 And God said, “Yes, we’ll work on that  

together.” 
 

I asked God if He loved me. 
And God said, Yes, of course.  Why did I create 

you?  Why did I give my own Son to die for you?  
Only because I love you.” 

 
So I asked God to help me love others as much as 

He loves me. 
And God said, “Finally, you’ve got the idea.” 

 
—Submitted by Betty Ten Brink 

 Coffee Schedule 

 
July 6 Elaine & Bob Holwerda 
 13 Carolyn & Justin Wilson 
 20 Laurie & Jack DeJonge 
 27 The Snyder’s 
 
August 3 Karen & Sonya 
 10 Stephanie Hofman 
 17 Sherri & Jack Wolffis 
 24 Sue Secord 
 31 Sue & John Sytsema 
 



 

3 

On June 1, Asher Hofman made profession of faith.  One week later on June 8, Maelin Vlasma made 
profession of faith.   

Sally sang “Jesus Loves Me” to 
Maelin when she was baptized and 
again at her profession of faith 
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Luke Maat and Tekalegn Vlasma graduated from Western Michigan Christian.  Luke 
is going to Calvin University and joining the ROTC.  Tekalegn is going to Palm 
Beach Atlantic University in Palm Beach, FL and will be studying business. 
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A Blast from the Past, Allen Avenue Advisor 

Continued on page 6 
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Continued from page 5 



 

7 



 

8 



 

9 



 

10 



 

11 

Ju
ly

 2
0

2
5

 
S
u
n

 
M
o
n

 
T
u
e
 

W
e
d

 
T
h
u

 
F
ri

 
S
a
t 

 
 

1
 

2
 

3
 

4
 

5
 

6
 

7
 

8
 

9
 

1
0
 

1
1
 

1
2
 

1
3
 

1
4
 

1
5
 

1
6
 

1
7
 

1
8
 

1
9
 

2
0
 

2
1
 

2
2
 

2
3
 

2
4
 

2
5
 

2
6
 

2
7
 

2
8
 

2
9
 

3
0
 

3
1
 

 
 

G
ab

e 
V

la
sm

a
 

E
m

il
y
 F

is
h
er

 

F
er

n
an

d
o

 V
er

g
ar

a
 

S
u
e 

S
ec

o
rd

 
D

ar
le

n
e 

P
ek

k
le

r 

D
eb

 G
re

en
 

A
l 

C
al

d
er

o
n

 



 

12 

A
u

g
u

st
 2

0
2

5
 

S
u
n

 
M
o
n

 
T
u
e
 

W
e
d

 
T
h
u

 
F
ri

 
S
a
t 

 
 

 
 

 
1

 
2

 

3
 

4
 

5
 

6
 

7
 

8
 

9
 

1
0
 

1
1
 

1
2
 

1
3
 

1
4
 

1
5
 

1
6
 

1
7
 

1
8
 

1
9
 

2
0
 

2
1
 

2
2
 

2
3
 

2
4
 

2
5
 

2
6
 

2
7
 

2
8
 

2
9
 

3
0
 

3
1
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

A
m

b
er

 J
o

h
n
so

n
 

S
an

d
y
 V

o
lk

er
s 

N
at

e 
S

ch
o

u
t 

A
u

g
u

st
 H

o
fm

a
n

 

C
ar

o
l 

S
ch

u
it

e
m

a
 

R
et

h
a 

Jo
h

n
so

n
 

D
ea

n
 J

o
h
n

so
n

 

N
o

rm
 B

o
ev

e
 

L
a
u
ri

e 
S

lo
rf

 
S

u
e 

S
y
ts

e
m

a
 

P
eg

 R
o

p
 

S
ta

n
 B

ie
li

n
sk

i 


