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May-June, 2017 

  

Allen Avenue Christian Reformed Church, Pastor Mark Hofman 
695 Allen Avenue, Muskegon, MI 49442 

March/April, 2024 

Special Collections: 
 
May 5 
   Bethany Christian Services 
June 2 
   Thrive 
   Collectively the CRC  
Offices of Safer Church,  
Disability, Race, Worship, 
Justice 
 

May 12 
Mother’s Day 

May 27 
Memorial Day 

June 16 
Father’s Day 

June 14 
Flag Day 

My Lighthouse 
 

Lighthouses have been around for a long time. The 
Egyptians were known for the Pharos of Alexandria, one 
of the tallest structures in the ancient world. A bonfire 
on the top of the tower helped ships navigate the port. 
This ancient lighthouse became the prototype for all oth-
er lighthouses after it.  It should not be surprising that 
lighthouses are a symbol for Christianity and the 
Church. Jesus said in the Gospel of John, “I am the light 
of the world; whoever follows me will not walk in dark-
ness but will have the light of life.” (John 8:12)  Many 
other scripture passages have been interpreted to de-
scribe the navigation of pilgrim souls, or the Church as a 
ship, being guided by the light of Jesus to the eternal 
shores of heaven. 
 
This summer at Allen Ave, we’ll be linking some Lake 
Michigan lighthouses with scripture passages about how God’s light shines in 

the darkness. From the LORD leading Israel 
through the wilderness with a pillar of fire, to 
the army of angels revealed to Elisha and his 
servant – God’s people have seen a great 
light, and that light was always shining from 
its source: Jesus our Savior. He’s our anchor 
of hope, our shelter in the storm, and our final 
harbor home when the sea will be no more. 
 
If your heart swells at the thought of seeing 
lighthouses this summer, there will also be a 

few encouraged field trips to lighthouses during this series of sermons. My pray-
er is that as we hear God’s voice speak through these scriptures, we’ll even more 
be able to say with the Psalmist, “the LORD is my light and my salvation!” 
 

  ~Pastor Mark 
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Nursery Schedule 
 
May 5 Lis Miedema 
  Karen Alphenaar 
 12 Sue Sytsema 
  Tayla Vlasma 
 19 Stephanie Hofman 
  Toni Schuitema 
 26 Sherrie Wolffis 
  Maelin Vlasma 
 
June 2 Dale Johnson 
  Addie Maat 
 9 Nancy Rop, Melissa Vlasma 

 16 Becki Fisher Tayla Vlasma 
 23 Carol Peterman 
  Maelin Vlasma 
 30 Beth VanRees  
  Renee Vlasma 

Note:  If you exchange assignments with someone, let 
Susan Vanderlaan know so she can have it right in the 
bulletin. aacrcsecretary@gmail.com or 231.722.6411 

Coffee Schedule 
 
May 5 Deb & Russ Vlasma 
 12 Amber Dean Johnson 
 19 Renee & Gabe Vlasma 

 26 Susan & Bob Vanderlaan 
   
 
June 2 Sherrie & Jack Wolffis 
 9 Marcia & Mike Breuker 
 16 Karen Alphenaar 
  Denise Koetje 
 23 Laurie & Roger Slorf 
 30 Coffee Fellowship ??? 

UNITY CHRISTIAN MUSIC FESTIVAL  

AUGUST 7-10 (Wed.- Sat.)  

HERITAGE LANDING  

ADVANCE TICKET PRICING (through June 9)  

1 day pass $40.00  

3 day pass $75.00  

Family pass $325.00  

Kids 5 and under FREE  

Wednesday- Totally FREE  

 Laurel Taylor  
 Bryan Terrell  
 Brandon Heath  
 Matt Maher  

Friday  
 Jason Fowler  
 Stars Go Dim  
 Meredith Andrews  
 Mac Powell  
 Zach Williams  
 
 
Thursday  

 Sean Be  
 The Band JAREN  
 The Sound  
 Consumed by Fire  
 Tasha Layton  
 Matthew West  
 
Saturday  
 Seph Schlueter  
 Natalie Layne  
 David Leonard  
 Tenth Ave. North  
 We Are Messengers 
 

Go to www.UnityMusicFestival.com for more information.  

https://openclipart.org/detail/227689/bethany
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Bridal Shower for 
Jasmine on  

April 13 

Prayers over Jasmine 
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GEMS UP DATE  

 By the time you read this, our GEMS year will be all wrapped up.  It’s hard to believe 
how fast time flies by.  We have had another wonderful year with these precious girls.  Here’s a 
short recap of the last couple of months.  In March we held our sleepover where we baked, made 
a craft, highlighted and tabbed special verses in our Bibles, completed an obstacle course, went 
on a scavenger hunt, ate snacks, watched a movie, stayed up late, and ate breakfast.  A huge 

shout out to Amber, Renee, Charry, Emily, and Maelin who managed the 
chaos so well! Despite the lack of sleep, we actually did have a great time.  
The next morning we “sold” all the baked goods after the church service.  
It was reported that we brought in $762.00 but more money was added 
putting the total collected at $1,012.00!!  You sweet tooth people are cra-
zy!  But seriously, we cannot thank you enough for your support of our 
GEMS program.  It’s very humbling and we’re very grateful.   

 During the year the girls collect GEMMIES (paper “money”) for 
various things like bringing their Bibles, wearing their scarves, participat-

ing in discussions, helping in different ways, completing badges, bringing a friend, selling subs 
and croissants, etc.  At the end of the year we hold a GEMMIE auction where the girls can bid 
on and “buy” items with their GEMMIES.  Again this year, that was a fun way to wind up our 
meetings with the hot items being gummies and chocolate candy.   

 We still have our Mother-Daughter night which closes out our year.  Traditionally we eat 
supper together and the GEMS are awarded the badges they earned throughout the year.  This 
year, Cylie completed 39 badges on her own!  She came to GEMS after 
being invited by her cousins (the Vlasmas) and now that she’s in 8th grade 
and going to graduate, she completed all those badges.  She said she had a 
fun time completing them and that she learned a lot.  She said she has real-
ly enjoyed GEMS and will miss us.   

 It is our prayer that the girls who come to GEMS will indeed Meet 
our Savior (the M and S from GEMS), learn about His great love for them, 
and in response claim Him as Lord of their lives.  

 Thank you again for your tremendous support for the GEMS ministry.  Continue to keep 
the GEMS girls in your prayers.  

—Jill, Charry, Renee, Amber, and Emil  
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Thank you from Muskegon Christian students to the Friday crew. 
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—Submitted by Sue Sytsema 

This is an article about Emma Peklar, Darlene’s granddaughter who has been coming to church for a nice 
amount of time.  Emma is a sophomore at MSU.  She is a sweetie and is shining for the Lord  



 

8 

Adam and Eve 
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