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May-June, 2017 

  

Allen Avenue Christian Reformed Church, Pastor Mark Hofman 
695 Allen Avenue, Muskegon, MI 49442 

September/October 2023 

Special Collections: 
 
September 10 
   Muskegon Christian School 
 
September 24 
   CRC Office of Safe Church 
 
October 15 
   Reframe 
 

September 4 
Labor Day 

September 17 
Fall Education Kick-Off Pot-

luck 

October 9 
Columbus Day 

October 31 
Reformation Day 

Bring Your Kindling 
 

When did you learn how to build a fire?  Whether working on a 
merit badge for Cadets or Calvinettes (what GEMS used to be 
called!) or camping over a holiday weekend with your family, 
you’ve possibly heard about kindling.  Kindling is essential fuel 
for starting or re-starting a fire. 
 
When asked about why Amazon named its e-reading device a 

“Kindle,” here’s what the designer had to say: 
 
Jeff [Bezos, the CEO] wanted to talk about the future of reading, but in a small, 
not braggadocio way. We didn't want it to be 'techie' or trite…Kindle means to set 
alight or start to burn … to make or become bright.  The word's roots are from the 
Old Norse word kyndill, meaning Candle.  "I verified that it had deep roots in lit-
erature," adds Hibma.  "From Voltaire:  'The instruction we find in books is like 
fire.  We fetch it from our neighbors, kindle it at home, communicate it to others 
and it becomes the property of all.'" 

 
In a world where glowing electronics have replaced many other forms of neighborly com-
munication, it seems as important as ever to remember how we discovered true fire in the 
first place. Before the Greeks and Persians told stories about Prometheus, I AM Who I 
AM spoke to Moses from an on-fire-without-burning bush:  “Who gave human beings 
their mouths?  Who makes them deaf or mute?  Who gives them sight or makes them 
blind?  Is it not I, the LORD?  Now go; I will help you speak and will teach you what to 
say.”  Generations later, the one who baptizes with Spirit and fire said to his disciples:  I 
am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have 
been clothed with power from on high.” 
 
When the power of the Spirit came upon those in Jerusalem at Pentecost, they spoke what 
God taught them as they were clothed with tongues of flame.  And this same charisma, 
this gift from the indwelling Holy Spirit is what Paul tells Timothy to “re-light” or fan into 
flame (2 Timothy 1:6) 
 
Starting in September, we will also be “gathering kindling” as we fan the flame of the 
Spirit’s gifts among us.  We’ll hear messages from the letter of 2 Timothy while small 
groups study “Still Day One - Living in the Day after the Day of Pentecost.”  Start gather-
ing your kindling now – through prayer and preparation – so that we may see the fire of 
God’s discipling mission burn brightly in our midst this fall! 

—Pastor Mark 
 
 

https://www.theatlantic.com/daily-dish/archive/2009/10/how-did-the-kindle-get-its-
name/195006/ 
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It was a beautiful day for a picnic!!! 
 
Thank you John and Sue Sytsema 
for allowing us to use your beautiful 
lawn on Mona Lake. 
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 We are excited to get another year of GEMS going again!  We have leaders, we have ma-
terial, we have our schedule set, and we'll be mailing out the invitations soon.  We are already 
praying for the girls who will be coming and for the Holy Spirit to use this ministry to bring hope 
and confidence to our GEMS 
 
 It's not easy being a girl today.  Today's girls know the heartache of global pandemics, 
gun violence, lack of genuine connection in person and on-line, and unlimited access to scary and 
sad stories around the world.  They face unique challenges and unsustainable pressures in a cul-
ture of confusion about who they are and what Truth is.  Our lesson material this year is called  
"Rise Up" and focuses on the story of Queen Esther.  She may not have been perfect, but she is a 
perfect example to today's girls of how to live set apart in a faithless culture.  Everything changes 
when a girl stops grasping for hope and meets the God of hope.  Our theme verse is from Isaiah 
40:31 
 
 "Those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength.  They will soar on wings like ea-
gles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint."  When a girl knows she 
can trust God's heart, she is able to trust Him with all her heart.  Please join us in praying our 
GEMS will place their hope in God, stand secure, and have complete confidence as they rise up 
and make a difference in our world.  Thanks again for supporting the GEMS ministry. 

 "Those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength.  They will soar on wings like ea-
gles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.” 

 Using lesson material, the girls will learn 5 Bible-based Truths about who God is and 
what it means to put their hope in Him.  They will learn 

 

 *God is King 

 *God is our Deliverer 

 *God is Trustworthy 

 *God is always at work 

 *God is with us wherever we go 

 

 When a girl knows she can trust God’s heart, she is able to trust Him with all her heart.  
Please join us in praying our GEMS will place their hope in God, stand secure, and have com-
plete confidence as they rise up and make a difference in our world.  Thanks again for supporting 
the GEMS ministry. 

 

Jill Schuitema, Charry Snyder, Re'nee Vlasma, and Amber Johnson 
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Nursery Schedule 
 
September 3 Susan V, Addy M 
 10 Karen A, Lily 
 17 Lis M, Maelin V 
 24 Sherrie W, Mary P 
 
October  1 Laurie D, Tayla V 

 8 Sue S, Beth V 
 15 Carol P, Mel V 

 22 Amber J, Becki F 
 29 Nancy R, Deb A 
 

Note:  If you exchange assignments with someone, let 
Susan Vanderlaan know so she can have it right in the 
bulletin. aacrcsecretary@gmail.com or 231.722.6411 

Coffee Schedule 
 
September 3 Amber & Dean Johnson 
 10 Sandy Volkers, Ron Friday 
 17 Education Committee 

 24 Becki & Randy Fisher 
 
October 1 Susan & Bob Vanderlaan 
 8 Laurie & Jack DeJonge 
 15 Kristen & Ron Vlasma 
 22 Sherrie & Jack Wolffis 
 29 Deb & Russ Vlasma 
 
 

FALL EDUCATION KICK-OFF 
POTLUCK  

 
 The Education Committee will be holding 
our annual Fall Education Kick-Off Potluck on 
Sunday, September 17 in the church base-
ment.  Again this year, we will be supplying hot 
dogs hot off the grill and we're letting you bring a 
dish to pass.  Please sign up on the sign up sheets 
located in the coffee area in the basement.  
 
 Before the potluck begins, tI often re will 
be a brief meeting in the sanctuary for the Sun-
day School and Catechism kids and their par-
ents.  Please come and meet the staff for this 
year, see what material will be used, learn where 
the kids will be meeting, and go home with a 
schedule for Sunday School and Catechism  
 
 At the Potluck, we will be celebrating the 
many years of service of Gord and Carol Peter-
man and Deb Vlasma in the Sunday School and 
Catechism programs and of Dale Johnson in the 
Cadet program.  They are "retiring" so we would 
like to recognize them.  If you have any stories or 
memories/experiences you or your children may 
have of these special folks, please come prepared 
to share. 

I often wonder who colors the pictures in 
the Allen AveNews.  Betty TenBrink  
colored this one. 

https://openclipart.org/detail/227689/bethany


 

6 



 

7 



 

8 



 

9 



 

10 



 

11 

S
ep

te
m

b
er

 2
0
2
3

 
S
u
n

 
M
o
n

 
T
u
e
 

W
e
d

 
T
h
u

 
F
ri

 
S
a
t 

 
 

 
 

 
1

 
2

 

3
 

4
 

5
 

6
 

7
 

8
 

9
 

1
0
 

1
1
 

1
2
 

1
3
 

1
4
 

1
5
 

1
6
 

1
7
 

1
8
 

1
9
 

2
0
 

2
1
 

2
2
 

2
3
 

2
4
 

2
5
 

2
6
 

2
7
 

2
8
 

2
9
 

3
0
 

D
o

n
 G

re
en

 
K

at
el

y
n
 M

o
r-

Ji
m

 D
o

o
rn

b
o

s 
K

ev
in

 R
o

p
 

Ja
ck

 D
eJ

o
n
g
e
 

D
al

e 
Jo

h
n
so

n
 

C
o

u
rt

n
e
y
  

  
V

an
d

er
la

an
 

R
an

d
y
 F

is
h
er

 
D

an
ie

l 
M

a
st

 

A
et

h
a
n
 H

o
fm

a
n

 



 

12 

S
u
n

 
M
o
n

 
T
u
e
 

W
e
d

 
T
h
u

 
F
ri

 
S
a
t 

1
 

2
 

3
 

4
 

5
 

6
 

7
 

8
 

9
 

1
0
 

1
1
 

1
2
 

1
3
 

1
4
 

1
5
 

1
6
 

1
7
 

1
8
 

1
9
 

2
0
 

2
1
 

2
2
 

2
3
 

2
4
 

2
5
 

2
6
 

2
7
 

2
8
 

2
9
 

3
0
 

3
1
 

 
 

 
 

O
ct

o
b
er

 2
0
2
3

 

L
o

is
 V

a
n
d

en
-

B
o

sc
h
 

D
eb

 V
la

sm
a
 

P
at

 M
ad

en
d

o
rp

 

T
o

n
i 

S
ch

u
it

e
m

a
 

B
et

h
 V

an
R

ee
s 

Y
ea

b
si

ra
 V

la
sm

a
 

S
h
el

b
y
 S

ch
u
it

e
m

a
 

B
o

b
 B

o
tt

in
g

 

K
ar

en
 A

lp
h
e
n
aa

r 
Ji

ll
 S

ch
u

it
e
m

a
 

E
m

il
y
 S

n
id

er
 


