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May-June, 2017 

  

Allen Avenue Christian Reformed Church, Interim Pastor Stan Sturing 
695 Allen Avenue, Muskegon, MI 49442 

May/June 2022 

Special Collections: 
 
May 1 
   Christian Care 
 
May 22 
   Step Up 
 
June 5 
     Resonate Global Missions 
 
June 19 
     Reframe Ministries 
 

June 19 
Father’s Day 

May 8 
Mother’s Day 

June 14 
Flag Day 

For me, this Spring seems to have been a long time in arriving.  I don’t know if I am just anxious 
for some warmer temperatures or what.  My daffodils, not wanting to shine yellow like the sun, 
seem to be still sleeping, wrapped up in the green blanket of stem and leaf avoiding the cold that 
lingers around my house and yard.  I’m waiting for Spring and the new life it brings. 
 
Saint Augustine measures the passing of time by the movement of bodies such as the sun, moon 
and stars, or the passing of sounds saying that a two-syllable word is longer in time than a one-
syllable word.  And all of that is measured in terms of time present and time past.  The time present 
is but a passing moment, moment by moment and is soon past.  God, who is eternal, without time, 
created time as one of his first acts of creation, “In the beginning . . .” 
 
God in his wisdom has given us time.  As Solomon in his wisdom says in Ecclesiastes 3, “There is 
a time for everything, and a season for every activity under the heavens: a time to be born and a 
time to die…” 
 
There is a proper time, according to Solomon, for a great number of different activities.  “A time to 
plant and a time to uproot . . . , a time to weep and a time to laugh, a time to mourn and a time to 
dance . . . , a time to search and a time to give up, a time to be silent and a time to speak…”. 
 
God, who is eternal, outside of time, controls time.  It is his.  He sets it and appoints it.  He arrang-
es it.   
 
In Psalm 75, Asaph sings, “We praise you, God, we praise you, for your Name is near; people tell 
of your wonderful deeds.  You say, ‘I choose the appointed time; it is I who judge with equity.’” 
 
God chooses the appointed time.  In all my anxiety and frantic activity, I can’t make Spring come 
any sooner.  It will come when God says, “Come.”  And when it comes, it brings with it a reminder 
of new life, flowers blooming, trees budding out, and greening up.   
 
I guess I want to encourage us to not be anxious but continue to work and wait for God’s timing.  
Whatever we may be facing, waiting for healing, waiting for our next pastor, waiting for a season 
of life to pass or to come, waiting for Christ to return, God’s got this.  It’s in his control and in his 
time. 

—Pastor Stan 

May 27 
WMC Graduation 

June 2 
MCS Graduation 
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Nursery Schedule 
 
May 1 Carol P, Tayla V 
 8 Amber J, Sherri W 
 15 Nancy R, Maelin V 
 22 Renee V, Taylor J 
 29 Sue S, Emily S 
    
June 5 Barb, Tayla 

 12 Susan, Sherrie 
                 19      Toni, Maelin  
 26 Karen, Emily 
 

Note:  If you exchange assignments with someone, let 
Deanna VanderPloeg know so she can have it right in the 
bulletin. aacrcsecretary@gmail.com or 231.722.6411 

Coffee Schedule 
 
May 1 Amber & Dean 
 8 Sherrie & Jack 
 15 Laurie & Roger 
 22 Sandy & Ron 
 29 Laurie & Jack 
    
June 5 need someone 

 12 need someone 
 19 Jim & Sue 

 26 Scott & Toni 
 

GEMS’ SUNDAY 

Jill summarized the Gems’ year. Amber gave the children’s message. 

The entire Gems group.  Counselors:  Jill, Charry, Amber, 
Renee, Junior Counselor:  Emily 

https://openclipart.org/detail/227689/bethany
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The Schout Family 
 

Nate 
Becky 

Simon, 5 
Nora, 2 

Nate grew up in Holland, MI and Becky in St. Joseph, MI.  Both Becky and Nate went 
to Grand Valley State University.  Nate went on to Arizona State University for gradu-
ate school.   
 
Prior to becoming principal at  Muskegon Christian School, Nate worked at Phoenix 
Christian School for 3 years, 3 years in inner-city Phoenix schools, and 2 years in De-
troit schools.  Becky taught for 6 years in inner-city Phoenix and 2 years in inner-city 
Detroit.  She is currently teaching in Fruitport schools. 
 
They love to do anything outside as a family (camping, fishing, walks, beach days, 
etc).  Becky and Nate both love running.  Simon loves everything animals and Nora 
loves just going along with whatever the rest of the family is doing! 
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