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Spring break! An opportunity to get away from winter in Michigan and travel somewhere
warm. Some people even make a winter trip out of it and head north or out west to go
skiing. People look forward to planning trips and vacations and then taking them and
having fun together. Some families only get to plan and take one vacation a year. Others
make multiple trips. Either way, the trips are something to look forward to.

| remember playing “road games” with my family in the car as we rode along together.
We would play the “alphabet” game where we had to find words on billboards or road
signs, words that started with the next letter of the alphabet. Or we would count tractors
on our side of the car to see who got the highest number, and if we saw a cemetery, we
would have to start over. Or we would sing songs together, either silly songs like “g99 bot-
tles of beer on the wall” or more meaningful songs like spiritual songs or hymns.

Have we even taken a religious vacation? The Hebrew people were expected to make
three trips every year to Jerusalem. God laid out the plans for the trips in Deuteronomy
16:16.

Three times a year all your men must appear before the Lord your God at the place he will
choose: at the Festival of Unleavened Bread, the Festival of Weeks and the Festival of Tab-
ernacles. No one should appear before the Lord empty-handed...

At the Passover, Pentecost, and the feast of Tabernacles. As the people left their homes,
some traveled great distances to get to Jerusalem. Jerusalem sat up on the mountain at
almost 2,500 feet. The people coming down the Jordan River Valley would start that
climb from over 8oo feet below sea level. Altogether, they would have to climb around
3,300 feet. Asthey walked the road or rode their donkeys, they would sing. There are
songs in the Psalms known as the songs of Ascent. These songs the people would sing as
they made their way up to Jerusalem.

We are coming up on that time of year when we enter Lent, heading toward Passover and
the Crucifixion and Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. We are told in Luke’s gospel,
“As the time approached for him to be taken up to heaven, Jesus resolutely set out for
Jerusalem” (9:51). Jesus and the disciples went there to celebrate the Passover. And yet
at different times, Jesus told his disciples why he was going there—he was going to fulfill
the prophecies that he must suffer, be killed, and raised to life again.

As Jesus went up to Jerusalem to fulfill those prophecies, he likely sang the Psalms of As-
cent with all the other pilgrims heading there. As we go through Lent, we are going to
journey with Jesus and we are going to sing with Jesus the songs of Ascent, Psalms 120-
134, as he set out to save us. Would you plan to make this Lent season an extended
Spring Break, a religious holiday (Holy Day) as we travel with Jesus singing the songs of
Ascent as we journey together?

—Pastor Stan
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As people called by God,

We gather to praise God, listen to
him, and respond.

We nurture each other in faith and
obedience to Christ.

We love and care for one another
as God's people.

We commit ourselves to serve
and to tell others about Jesus.
We pursue God's justice and
peace in every area of life.
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ILL 6OVISIT THE SICK TOMORROW! I'M BUSY EVANGELIZ ING ON THE INTERNET!


https://openclipart.org/detail/227689/bethany
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Darlene Peklar

Darlene began attending Allen Avenue about the time we started in per-
son church after being shut down due to Covid.

Darlene is a life-long resident of the Muskegon area. She attended
Orchard View Public Schools. For more than 30 years she worked at
Muskegon Community College as the Secretary to the Dean of Students.
She did a lot of work with admissions, recruiting new students and

~ accepting new applicants.

Darlene has a son, Mike, and daughter-in-law, Sarah. They have 2
children in Mona Shores Schools. She also has a daughter, Michelle, and son-in-law, Ramira
Pena. They have 4 children between them, two attend Orchard View.

Since retiring, her full-time job is being grandma. Her grandchildren are involved in sports.
She attends as many of their games as possible. Her oldest grandson is special needs. She
takes care of him every Wednesday. Darlene also helps a friend who is in the beginning
stages of dementia.

We are glad to have you as a friend at Allen Avenue!

OH, FOR SOME OF
THAT WONDERFUL
HOSPITAL FOOD!

« il
HELLO THERE. I'M MRS. HANSEN FROM THE HELPING-HAND COMMITTEE AT
CHURCH. DON'T YOU WORRY ABOUT A THING WITH YOUR POOR WIFE JUST HOME
FROM AN OPERATION. | VE BROUGHT YOU A GREAT BIG POT OF MY LIVER AND
NOODLE CASSEROLE . . . ENOUGH FOR SEVERAL DELICIOUS MEALS! NO, DON'T

THANK ME . .. YOUR ENJOYMENT IS THANKS ENOUGH!
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People of the Bible
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. Title of the kings of Egyp . Thrown into the lion's den . Firstto see the risen Chri . A doubtful one
3. Title of the ki fEgypt  31.Th into the lion's d 1. Firstt the risen Christ ~ 27. A doubtful
6. Deceives Samson 32. Swallowed up by a great 2. Killed Abel 28. Many's husband
7. Firstwoman fish 4. The handwriting was on 28.Had a coat of many colors
8. Builder of Babylon; takes 33. Jacob's eldest son his wall 29. Mother of Jesus
Jerusalem captive 34. Ashepherd boy who God 5. Afisherman who walked 35. The promised son of
10. First man chooses to be King on water Abraham
13. Father of John the Baptist 38. Destroys Jericho 8. Cupbearerto Artaxerxes |; 36. Ruth's motherin-law
16. Queen who helped 41. Betrays the Christ rebuilds Jerusalem's wall 37. Lazarug' busy sister
Mordecai save the Jews 42. Led the Israelites out of 9. Jacob's youngest son 38. The Christ; the Son of God
19. Brother of Jesus Eqgypt 11. First murder victim and Savior of the world
20. A prophetess and judge of 44, Built an ark 12.Son of Abraham and Hagar 39. Hairy hunterwho sold his
Israel 45. Marries Boaz 14. One of the three who birthright
22. Aaron's sisterwho leads a survived the fieny furnace 40. Firstking of Israel
victory song 15. F ather of the faith 41.Wrote the Book of
23. Called out of histomb 17.Was transported into Revelations
24, Afflicted by Satan heaven in a chariot of fire 43. Abraham's nephew; his
25. Saul's son; loved by David 18. Brought Nathanael to Christ wife turned to a pillar of salt
26. Paul's young "son in the 21. Atax collecterwho
faith" became an apostle and an
30. Aking known for his author of the gospel

wisdom

25.

Wrestles with an angel
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