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May-June, 2017 

  

Allen Avenue Christian Reformed Church, Interim Pastor Stan Sturing 
695 Allen Avenue, Muskegon, MI 49442 

March/April 2022 

March 13 
Daylight Saving Time 

April 17 

April 15 
Good Friday 

Special Collections 
March 6 
   World Renew 
 
March 20 
   Bethany Christian Services 
 
April 3 
   Muskegon Rescue Mission 
 
April 14 
   Community Encompass 
 
April 24 
   GEMS  

March 2 
Lent Begins 

Spring break!  An opportunity to get away from winter in Michigan and travel somewhere 
warm.  Some people even make a winter trip out of it and head north or out west to go 
skiing.  People look forward to planning trips and vacations and then taking them and 
having fun together.  Some families only get to plan and take one vacation a year.  Others 
make multiple trips.  Either way, the trips are something to look forward to.   
 
I remember playing “road games” with my family in the car as we rode along together.  
We would play the “alphabet” game where we had to find words on billboards or road 
signs, words that started with the next letter of the alphabet.  Or we would count tractors 
on our side of the car to see who got the highest number, and if we saw a cemetery, we 
would have to start over.  Or we would sing songs together, either silly songs like “99 bot-
tles of beer on the wall” or more meaningful songs like spiritual songs or hymns. 
 
Have we even taken a religious vacation?  The Hebrew people were expected to make 
three trips every year to Jerusalem.  God laid out the plans for the trips in Deuteronomy 
16:16.   
 
Three times a year all your men must appear before the Lord your God at the place he will 
choose:  at the Festival of Unleavened Bread, the Festival of Weeks and the Festival of Tab-
ernacles.  No one should appear before the Lord empty-handed…  
 
At the Passover, Pentecost, and the feast of Tabernacles.  As the people left their homes, 
some traveled great distances to get to Jerusalem.  Jerusalem sat up on the mountain at 
almost 2,500 feet.  The people coming down the Jordan River Valley would start that 
climb from over 800 feet below sea level.  Altogether, they would have to climb around 
3,300 feet.  As they walked the road or rode their donkeys, they would sing.  There are 
songs in the Psalms known as the songs of Ascent.  These songs the people would sing as 
they made their way up to Jerusalem. 
 
We are coming up on that time of year when we enter Lent, heading toward Passover and 
the Crucifixion and Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ.  We are told in Luke’s gospel, 
“As the time approached for him to be taken up to heaven, Jesus resolutely set out for 
Jerusalem” (9:51). Jesus and the disciples went there to celebrate the Passover.  And yet 
at different times, Jesus told his disciples why he was going there—he was going to fulfill 
the prophecies that he must suffer, be killed, and raised to life again. 
 
As Jesus went up to Jerusalem to fulfill those prophecies, he likely sang the Psalms of As-
cent with all the other pilgrims heading there.  As we go through Lent, we are going to 
journey with Jesus and we are going to sing with Jesus the songs of Ascent, Psalms 120-
134, as he set out to save us.  Would you plan to make this Lent season an extended 
Spring Break, a religious holiday (Holy Day) as we travel with Jesus singing the songs of 
Ascent as we journey together? 
 

—Pastor Stan 
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Nursery Schedule 
 
March 6   Nancy R, Maelin V 
 13 Renee V, Taylor J 
 20 Sue S, Emily S 
 27 Barb M, Tayla V 
    
April 3 Susan V, Sherrie W 

 10 Toni S, Maelin V 
 17 Karen A, Ashly S 

 24 Carol P, Taylor J 

Note:  If you exchange assignments with someone, 
please email aacrcsecretary@gmail.com or call 
231.722.6411 

From the CRC Website 

Our Vision 

 
The Christian Reformed Church 
is a diverse family of healthy 
congregations, assemblies, and 
ministries expressing the good 
news of God’s kingdom that 
transforms lives and communi-
ties worldwide. 

Our Mission 

As people called by God, 
We gather to praise God, listen to 
him, and respond. 
We nurture each other in faith and 
obedience to Christ. 
We love and care for one another 
as God's people. 
We commit ourselves to serve 
and to tell others about Jesus. 
We pursue God's justice and 
peace in every area of life. 

https://openclipart.org/detail/227689/bethany
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Darlene Peklar 
 
Darlene began attending Allen Avenue about the time we started in per-
son church after being shut down due to Covid.   
 
Darlene is a life-long resident of the Muskegon area. She attended  
Orchard View Public Schools. For more than 30 years she worked at  
Muskegon Community College as the Secretary to the Dean of Students. 
She did a lot of work with admissions, recruiting new students and  
accepting new applicants. 
 
Darlene has a son, Mike, and daughter-in-law, Sarah. They have 2  

children in Mona Shores Schools. She also has a daughter, Michelle, and son-in-law, Ramira 
Pena. They have 4 children between them, two attend Orchard View.  
 
Since retiring, her full-time job is being grandma. Her grandchildren are involved in sports.  
She attends as many of their games as possible. Her oldest grandson is special needs. She 
takes care of him every Wednesday. Darlene also helps a friend who is in  the beginning  
stages of dementia. 
 
We are glad to have you as a friend at Allen Avenue! 
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